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There is never really a totally
quiet pedod wilh UFO
sightings: what happens is that
on average I have 6-8 reports
per month in Zimbabwe, and
peftaps even less in Soulh
AIrica. Despite lhe discrepancy
in population figures: 22 million
in South Africa and'll million in
Zimbabwe, I feel there is a good
reason for this.

Awarenessl Or lhe lack of il. People
have to be aware whal the term UFO
implies, although perhaps lhe letterc
are used too freely to indicale visitors
from olher planels, dimensions or
time.

Here in Zimbabwe, I am lucky to have
a very good triend on tadio and she
inviles me regularly lo tell the people
about whal's going on in the Space
World. I write for magazines and,
ralher rarely, for lhe local papers (who
are not supportive of UFOS): I also
give public and private lalks, not only
in Hatare, but in S. Africa and all over
Zimbabwe. At one time. I did this
entir€ly al my own expense, but now I

tind people are charqing for the talks
and make quile a bil ofmoney, so I do
ask for my petroland accomrnodation.
I have since lhen been tlown lo Lake
Ka ba where I spoke in the local
Spods Club to 90 people out of a total
populalion of 300i I've been to
Chinyohi for a dinner talk, where all
lhe waiters were dressed jn green and
had head-bands on wilh two bits of
wire suppoding huge eyeballs. The
menu was a spaceman's gastronomic
deligl :l When I asked lhe waiiers if
ihey knew who they were supposed to
be, they shook their heads and the
eyeballs tattled and rolled. But they all
listened 1o my talk and two came up
afteMards lo tell me of their magic

[,4osi of lhe reports I .eceive are of
unidenliiied lights in the sky and l'm
sure il we UFO invesligators were
familiar with all the satellites
launched, of lhe trails of lhe new,
secrel aircraft, we would easily be
able lo pinpoini their identilies. But
occasionally we gei a real hum,

dinger, as we did in Southem Africa
quile recenlly in 1994.

On lhe 141h September of lasl year, al
2'1.04, I was sitling in my study in
Harare, when I heard a loud
explosion. Ivly first lhought was thal
someone had thrown a bomb into
either lhe President s .house, or lhey
had lried to assassinale l\/engistu,
who has asylL,n in Zimbabwe and
lives a few hundred melres faom my
fiont door, I ran outside, but all was
quiet, and within a few minutes, I had
piled into my car with some friends lo
scout the neighbourhood.

Nolhing was happening, but when I

returned home, the phone had
akeady staded to ring and never
slopped until well afrer midnight. I

later found lhat the explosion was a
sonic boom. So you see, people were
aware lhat I would be interesled and
were busy repoding lo me, whereas
only a few years before, where would
they have gone?

The most fantastic pyrotechnic display
had just taken place and was
witnessed in S. Africa, in Botswana.
lhe southern po on ofzambia, nea y
all over Zimbabwe and finished off in
I\,lozambique. I'Iosl of lhe repods had
come fiom Lake Ka ba, where there
are dozens of boats on the lake,
anchored al nighl, with a clear view of
the night sky. ll is a large lake, lhe
biggest in the world until a few yearc
ago, and slrelches for 290 kilometres
and is 30 hlometres wide al its widest
poanl. The reporls I received were
fiom extremely reliable wilnesses; the
MD of one of the larcest mining
companies in Zimbabwe, two pilots,
lhe man in charge of all radio
communicaiions on the lake, the
owner of a wellknown safari camp
and a personal frjend of mine who,
with her husband, owns a large boal
on the Lake. they all said, in varying
degrces, thal whalever it was, il flew
in level llight and, at limes, fairly
sowly. It rose over the hills which
edge the Lake in several places and
changed cource from Norlh to South,
lo Easl to SW

I phoned the Nighi Ediior of THE
HERALD in Harare and he said



immediately that the lights had been
identitied by a local astronomer as
being a "spectacular meteor showei."
This was verified by Ewan Nesbilt, a
geologisl on leave in Zimbabwe. I

accepted what I was told as I loo had
suspected lhat thas is whal it might
have been; but this was before the
reporls slarted coming in. From all
lhat I was told, I could no longer
accept thal lhis was a meteor shower,
but of cource. I did not have lhe
expedise thal the other had, so I

rcally didn't gainsay what I was told..

A week laler, Prol Ewan Nesbitt had
llown to London and conferred wilh
the Royal Observatory at Greenwich
and had been infomed lhal a Russian
satellite, launched on 26th August
1934, had ejected ils nose-cone on
14lh September and this is what had
been seen over Southetn Africa.
Apparenlly, lhey had known of thjs
coming occurence and expected it.

What I cannot understand is why they
did nol nolify the governments of the
counlries invoived, as the falling
debris could quite easily have slruck
some of our remoter villages. I heard
laler lhal pieces of the nose-cone had
fallen in Karoi, NW of Harare, and in
the Chokwe River in l\,4ozambique.

BIJT, meteorite or nose-cone, there
were slill many conflicling reporls,

How can a nose-cone, obviously
unmanned, rise over the hills and then
change direction?

And what aboul the following epods?

The sky was conpletely lit wilh whal
appeared to be a long sausage-shape
of brilliant light with numercus llashing
lights arcund il and was moving
acrcss the sky from lefr lo right (in a
soulherly direclion), very slowly. lt
seemed to be metely skimming the
roofs of the houses in the distance.

Jo Hensman of harare said, "l saw the
lighls ai 20.50 hours right over
Ruzilukulu Bay on Lake Kariba. At

first, I lhoughl it was a small plane
coming towards ne, I was on the
shore and decided to go back to the
boal. The family were on shore having
a barbecue. I had a very powerful
torch which belonged 1o my husband
and was quile complic"ted and not
very easy lo switch off. The lolch was
alighl at this slage. I thought I could
see a huge plane on tire and that il
was going to crash. There was no
sound, and our guide said it was a
meteorite. As it came closer, I became
afraid as I felt the lorch was attracling
whalever it was. I could not switch it
off in my neNousness, so I hid it
behind my back, and then the light
veered off and went in another
direction. ltwas llying low over Ka ba
at tree-top level, bul it lifr€d over lhe
hills and then changed direction."

Cecil Alexander, of Hatfeld, Harare,
who has worked in Civil Aviation for
the pasl fve years, said he saw the
ligu at approximately 20.45. He
vjewed what he thought was a 'crafl'
of sods for about 5 minutes. Al lirst.
he thought it was a Jumbo 747. lt
appeared to have two engines on the
wings; the lefl engine emitling a
conlinuous flame. while on the other
side, wing sparks we€ spitting out.
He lhought there was an exhaust pipe
at the back oflhe object, also emitting
sparks. He felt the object was in some
sort of trouble and was de-c€nting fuel
before landing, although there was no
aircraft sound. He walched it moving
lowards Harare Airporl at an allitude
slightly above tree-top level.

Granl Nel, of Bulawayo, thought itwas
a plane in trouble. There was no
sound and il was flying very slowly
(two peopte reported lhey were able
to walk along underneath and
obserue). ll seemed to be on fire.

I\,4ukurawo Jonasi had an interesting
theory. He had read aboul the
collisions on Jupiter someiime before
and suggesled that ihese lights was
rubble scatlered from this collisionl
scientist must bearthis in mind.

So I want to say thas is harmless
rubble lhat came from lhe collision
thal occuffed in August and lhese
(stones) did not fall on our planet
Earlh. lthink they fellin the sea so we
could not discover them.

There is no doubt, however, that the
maiority of the 100 plus rcports I

personally received were descfiptive
of the ejecled nose-cone. Many
dozens of drawings were done and
most of these were typical of the
crashing nose-cone.

Bul what of the other reports?
I\,4isidentifcation, poor observaiion,
highly imaginalive people? ln some
cases, yes, but not in all. so was
lhere 'someone else' watching
together wilh us Earlhlings?

It is my theory that UFOS and their
occupants, whoever and whatever
they are, are extremely curious. Vvhen
somelhing occurs whjch calches their
attenlion and il is not a natural
phenomenon, they wanl 10 see or
know what is going on; viz, their
monitoring of new scienliiic
development, lhe lesting of new
weapons and hovering over highly
secretive mililary bases. One of the
most significant of all cases of their
curiosity appeared in the l,luFON
JOURNAL of January 1989 (No. 249).
I am not going inlo delail here, but I

have copies of lhe original report and
will hand them lo those who are
paftcula y inlercsted.

The final analysis of the happenings
on Wednesday, 14th September 1994
still remain slighlly shrouded in
mystery, bul the final report has not
yel been completed, and perhaps it
will presenl a totally differenl picturc
when it is.

As a follow-up to lhis exciting event,
on Friday, 16lh September, an even
more momentous uFo evenl
occurred in Zimbabwel I had a phone
call fiom Tim Leach, who is BBC
correspondenl lor this porlion of
Africa. lt was just after 14.00 on lhal
day and he asked me if I knew that an
objecl had landed at 10.15 lhal
morning al Ariel Primary School in
Ruwa, aboul 20 km frcm the capital
liarare? I did not know about ihis but
he asked me if I would like to go along
wiih him after lhe weekend to lilm lhe
incidenl and lalk to the children, 62 of
whom had witnessed the eveni: I

rcadily agreed. ln the meantime, I

conlacted a veterina an f end of
mine who lives in close proximity to

hf Id nlrdlq lF.b
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lhe schooland she gave me lhe name
of the parents involved, plus their

One of the names was that of Alyson
Ki*man, a physiotherapist, who has a
daughter at A el school, and who was
on voluntary Tuck-shop duty on 16th
September. She confirmed that
something had landed on thal day but
said she had seen nothing. She said
"Luke Nel, one of the older boys
(aqed 12) rushed into the Tuck'shop
lo tell me that he had seen a small
man in a silver suil, wilh a band
around his head, running arcund the
playground." Alyson was very
sceptical of his repod, but she could
see the children were very excited.
Some reported seeing a 'whilish'
objeci about 100 melres frcm where
they werc, which had landed in the
grcunds near the school. They said
the object was "glowing". Alyson fell
she was not prepared to leave the
Tuck-shop with all the loose money
and sweets and cakes. etc. with all
lhe children around. Besides, why
should she go and look for something
which she felt did nol exist? She
added thal the children had told her
they could hear a 'whin-whir/ sound
as the craft landed, Then at rose and
came closer (2 landings?)- Some of
lhe children were hyste cal with f ght,

especially one little gi . When it came
down again, il appeared to change lo
a golden colour. Some said the ob,ect
looked like a bowl.

\Nhen I spoke to Fiti Kkkman (aged
'10). Alyson's daughter, she told me
that she saw this 'sifuery-white' light
coming down behind the trees. After a
while, there was a 'whirring' noise and
the obiect landed on lhe grcund. Fin
also said lhat some of lhe children
si,id they saw little men in black suits,
with greenish colour skin (l did not
hear lhis from anyone elsel) and bag,

funny eyes. She did not see lhe liltle
men, bul some of herfriends did.

Tertia Nel (aged 10) saw more than
one object, golden in colour, wilh little
lights switching on and off. From
where she was standing, it was about
lhe size of her little finger, perhaps a
little bigger. lt looked like a pencil in
lhe sky with a shiny light at the back,
and lhen suddenly, it just vanished.
\ruhen she saw it, il was quite high

Barry Downing (aged 11) said he saw
three silvery objects with flashing red
lighls iying over the school. He told
me, 'Firsl I saw a crowd at the bottom

end of the playground, lhen I saw the
object mysell lt had flashing lights
around lhe rim. lhen a b ghl light
flashed and the objecls disappeared
and re-appeared almost immediately,
somewhere else. This happened
thrce times, Then. whal looked like a
liltle black ball came down and landed
near two gum trees. This was about
the size of my lhumb-nail held at
arm's length. Some of the children
saw a liltle man appear on top of the
obiect, dressed in black, with a long,
skinny, scrawny neck anq eyes like
tugby balls'.

Then lhe little man disappeared and
re-appeared again. When all lhis was
happening, a very shong wind came
past us,"

Fungai Mavengarc lold me that he
saw two little men who climbed down
from the 'crafr' and tan arcund lhe
grounds in frcni ol lhe children, as

palches ofg€ss as being in the midst
of a drought; the lawns cannot be
mainiained. The adjacenl bush is
lhick and oveqrcwn and torbidden to
lhe young children (aged 5-12 years)
because of snakes, spiderc and small
animals. Also, the fact that once into
this srea, one is soon lostto sight.

Tim Leach, Colin l\Iackie (Headmaster
of the School\ Gunter Hofer (a young
technician who helps me wilh
investigalions), my son Michael and l,
trailed inlo the bush. This was fahly
sparse at firsl, but lhen lhe bush grew
thicker and the School and the
children were losl to our sight within a
malter of moments. We were
accompanied by Guy Gibbons and
Fungai Mavengere, two of lhe more
artculate children. They poinled out
that the objects had come into land - 3
or 4 of them - along the electricily
pylons which led lo the school and
had landed between the 3rd and 4lh
pylon. Gunter Hoter tried ihe.Geiger
Counler and metal detector in that
area, bul nothing of paftcular interest
showed up. There were some short,
shalp slalks embedded in lhe ground,
left over frcm a recenl cutting of the
reeds in thal area, bul I could llnd
nothing flattened or disturbed.

Guy Gibbons told us that he had gone
with lhe Headmaster, Colin ldackie,
shodly after lhe evenl, and lhere had
been lhree dislinct burn marks on lhe
ground. Put despite our searching
carefully that whole area. the bum
marks seemed to have disappeared,
Fungai iold me that he thought the
objects had not actually rested on lhe
ground, but had hovered. I also think
that there was some difflculty in pin'
pointing the spol (which they should
have marked on the Friday), but
Gunter did take soil samples ftom
where they felt the craft had landed,
and dome control samples, and I have
details of the analysis of these, with
some inexplicable resulls. Both
Fungai and Guy poinled out lhe
numerous ant-holes in the alleged
landing area, none of which appeared
to have any ants around.

Guy told me that they had found a lot
of dead ants in lhe area (l never
actually saw any), but there did not
seem to be any insects in lhat part of
the bush, which to say the least, is
most strange- Colin l\,4ackie thought
they weren'l coming out oflhe grcund
due to the lack of water and the
excessive heat (il was about 38'C
thal day), but not being an
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though'confused.' One of the litlle
gi s said lhat she thought lhe lattle

men moved 'in slow motion.' Vvhen !

spoke to colin l\Iackie on lhe Friday, I

suggested we have the children go
back in the classrooms and dtaw whal
they had seen. The pictures, which
are very similar, seem to concentrate
more on lhe eyesi huge, black and
slanling upwads. lt is interesling to
note that lhe children could see lhe
features so clearly. Gunter estimaled
that it was at least 200 nelrcs away
from lhem, or perhaps even a liitle
morc. But John Spencer told me on
the phone that he had a rccenl case
in the uK whee delails were
obseNed frcrn more than %km away.

There were many reports from the
children, varying in detail as to what
they had seen, but with a similar
overall impression, However, this is
shown on lhe video tape which I am
going to show presenlly and would
mercly be repetilive if I gave you all
lhe information here.

A el School, although not isolated, is
on a large slrelch of ground,
bordering on smalLscale fams and
with big areas of bush. The
playgrcund has been cleared wiih
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entomologist, I have no idea of the
significance ifthis should be so.

The two boys, and subsequently
some ofthe other children, mentioned
a very bright, shining lighl which
ernanated fiom the top ot the se in
thal parlacolar bush area. ll was
almosl like the sun reflecling off glass.
Fungai said al first he thought it was
the sun shining onto the windows of a
house. bul then he realised there
were no houses up on the rise; nor

When Tim Leach evenlually sent the
video tape lo lhe BBC for thek news
service, there were one or lwo
prcblems. One of lhese was that
when lhe BBC received the film, they
wanted 10 know what the b ghl lighl
coming from the rise could be? They
asked Tim 1o re-film that porlion,
taking the video al lhe same time of
day, to see if lhe lighl would re-
appear. Tim wenl out and re-lilmed
lhat portion of the video and there
was no lightl

Aftei the visilalion to the bush, we
wenl back to the staffrcom to lilm the
children, and Tim asked me to ask the
necessary queslions. we had a cross-
section ofthe chlldren lherc, and each
one lold their sloryi some ofwhich will
be on ihe video I am going to show.
Not all had seen lhe litile men, and
some were more arliculate than
olhers,

Guy Gibbons told us lhat when he lircl
heard ihe children shouting, he wenl
10 see what was happening. He saw
this round object on lhe ground wilh
several smaller nearby (none of the
children were absolutely sure how
many there were; some said 3, some
said 4).

Some of the children had seen legs
on ihe ground, whereas olherc did
not, but as lhe playground is uneven
in many paris, it is quile logical that
some of the children had a greater
depth view oflhe objectlhan others.

Guy Gibbons said that as he watched
lhe object, he saw a litlle man get out
of the craft and some running across
the terrain. The man was aboul the
size ofa Standard Six child (approx. '1

metre). He had long, straight, black
hair and a lighlfitling black suil. Laler,
one of the little gi s said lhat the suil
was shiny, like a wet-sriit.

Guy demonstrated how large and
slanting the eyes were- He also said

he had a liny slil of a mouth and that
he could see nostrils. As he was
Watching what was going on, two of
the smaller children (&7 years old)
came past him, crying, so he wenl to
lhem and asked them why they were
crying. They said, "Wete afraid as the
little man willcome and eat usl"

Ariel School is a private school and
that means it is expensive, bui the
school is made up of black, coloured,
Asian and while children. There are
about250 children at the schooland it
appears well maintaaned and lhe.
children are ofa high lQ level.

When Guy menlioned about "beinq
eaten," I knew immediately that the
childrcn he refered to must be black
children, as in African hadilion.
molhers often warn naughty or crying
children, "Be good, or else lhe
Tokolosh will come and eat you,''
something which has long since
exiled fiom Western Society. I can
just imagine the look of hofior on a
psychologist's face if people in B lain
threalened their childrcn in a similar

Guy said to me, "Listening to them, I

also became afraadl"

Some oflhe Standard Four's (1o-year
olds) had a discussion: eadier lhat
week in one of lheir general
discussion classes about tlFos This
worried me as I felt they mighl have
been influenced by this (and some
perhaps werel), bul the little ones and
the older children had not been
involved, and, in fact, they were the
really arliculate ones and the best
observers. \ruhal also surp sed me
was the analytical manner in which
the children reported lheir sightings.
None were gushy: they were all
thoughlful and deliberated as to what
lhey had actually seen.

Lly impression is that the children,
and I spoke lo many of the 62
witnesses, were tel'ing the t.ulh,
although there might have been some
embroidery from the more imaginative
ones; bul on lhe whole, their evidence
was straighlforward and convincing.

I also gained ihe impression thal a lol
more could or wouid have been said
but for lhe presence of the leachers
and lhe Headmaster al all times.
I\,4ackie himself told me, "l don'l really
believe in lJFOs, but the children are
not lying. They would nol lie to me."
lvlackie. I believe. is a strict

disciplinarian and the children handle
him with deference and respect,

I plan lo see more of the children on
their own when I return to Zimbabwe
and obtain a more comprehensive

Zara Vernon, one of the leacheB at
Ariel School, reported lhat one of her
colleagues, a black teacher, had a
nephew who was driving home on
Satuiday 17th Sept. lt was about
20.00 hourc and he lefl the school in
the school-truck and drove along one
of the back roads. All of a sudden, he
could see people coming lowards him
on the road. He said lhey looked like
'dead'people. He couldn't explain who
or what they were, but h€ l ed to
avoid them and swerved sharply lo
the leii. Bui lhere were more of the
'dead' people lhere, so he swerved
further and hil something. His head
jerked forward and he was struck on
the forehead. He does not know how
long he was unconscious, but when
he came to. he diiched the ltuck and
ran hur edly back to the school. He
had quite a large cut on his head.

On lhe Friday moming, before the
children saw anything, Mrs. Aitsa
Stevens, who lives not far from the
school- in facl, ove ooking it - got up
early to go lo lhe bathroom. She said,
"Vvhen lwake, loflen stand for a
while and look oulside; perhaps at the
dawn or nighl sky. On this occasion, I

saw this glow over the chicken-run. At
iirst, ldidn't have my glasses, so I

went to tetch them. The glow had a
very definite shape to il a very big,
orange 'thing' jusl above the chicken-
run. I went to call my husband to
come and see, but by th€ lime we got
back to the window il had gone.

Dr. John lvlack- who llew in fiom
America lo see and talk 1o lhe
children. interviewed them for 2 or 3
days, and came up with some
stadling evidence which he himsetl
will soon reveal. My interviews wer€
cerlainly not done at his highty
professional level (he is a child
psychial st), but I am nol an
inexperienced inleruiewer and
certainly did ihe best I could, with, of
course, the assislance ofmy team.

T6 my mind, lhis is one of the wo d's
best UFO cases for 1994.

Cynlhia Hind,
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